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By Richard Lebherz 

‘My Book Reads Like 
A Non-Fiction Detective 


People in Profiler Harold Weisberg 

ON MARCH JUTH, A NEW small pub- 
lishing firm called Guterbridge & Dienst- 
frey. up in New. York brought out Harold 
Weisberg's “Frame-Up.” The book itself 
(600 pages) will be distributed by E. P, 
Dutton. 

"Frame-Up” says the publishers, is a 
definitive study of the Martin Luther 
Kmg/.James Earl Ray case, containing 
“evidence never before published, much 
of it reproduced in facsimile, including 
suppressed evidence from FBI files and 
Department of J ustice files . ' 1 
1 As you may know, Harold Weisberg’s 
controversial book entitled "Whitewash — 
the report on the Warren Report' 1 first 
saw light of day in 1965. He paid for its 
publication, and >the book that publishers 
sa i d co uldn 5 1 be publ i s bed a ppe a red . 

Coming almost within two years of the 
assassination of President John F. Kenne- 
dy, Weisberg 's book attempted to show, 
and did, in fact, that there was more to 
the killing of Kennedy than met the eye. 
His premise was that there was more than 
just Oswald involved in the assassination. 
Another of the premises of Whitewash 
was, of course, that the Warren Report 
was simply a sop to the American public 
to keep it from continued anxiety over 
why their young 1 President was murdered 
down in Dallas and who had done the kill- 
ing. 


The writer has a great love for fact and 
for documented evidence, even if a great 
deal of it is suppressed and he must take 
the Department of State or the FBI into 
Court iqorderto gain access to it. * 

In a certain sense, Harold Weisberg 
sees himself as a defense lawyer,, defend- 
ing not only certain positions in regards 
to Oswald and James Earl Ray. but he' 
sees himself, as defending society against 
certain elements of our government, like 
the FBI and the Department of State. 

In a foreword to Weisberg's ' ‘Oswald 
in New Orleans,” District Attorney Jim 
Garrison says: "An identifying charac : 
teristic of the super-state is its readiness 
to conceal from the people facts which 
might make them restless. In order to 
maintain power its officials must keep 
the populace believing that it is living in 
t h e best of all pos s i hie wo rids. 

"Consequently, those in control of the 
governmental machinery sometimes find 
it necessary to rewrite history as fast as 
it happens. The truth becomes not what 
occurred but what they announced has 
occurred. Reality becomes just another 
government-controlled commodity.” 

In these few sentences, Garrison paral- 
lels Weisberg’s own raison d'etre for 
writing the books that he does, including 
1 ‘Frame-Up, ’ 1 that is due in Ma rch . . 

Neither he nor Garrison have much 
faith in superstates which manage to 
control history by distorting fact, and 


even less admiration for the men be- 
hind such governments. 

"if Use official myth to be presented," 
says Ga r r ison in the sa me f o re wo rd . 
"is particularly unbelievable, ' it may be 
necessary to have honorable men study 
it and announce that they have found in 
to be true; This is not really as difficult 
as it sounds because there is nothing to 
which honorable men joined in an honor- 
able cause will not stoop in the name of 
duty. As a general rule of thumb, the 
more unbelieving the story the more 
honorable should be the men assigned to 
prove its veracity.” 

The first time that I met Harold Weis* 
b§rg was in 1965, just before bis White- 
wash made its appearance. He told me 
then, as he tells me now, sitting in his 
home on Old Receiver Road, * that he 
spends his own money or^ traveling and 
gathering the ta ped in terv ie ws he need s . 

To find Weisberg, you must leave Old 
Receiver Road, and travel down a short 
road onto the top of a small embank- 
ment. His house is completely surround- ' 
ed by white pines and a pleasant woods. 
Directly below the sunroom which faces 
north, is a gentle pond. There is a small 
swimming pool out back. 

“It's so secluded here,” says the author 
with a smile, "that I can sunbathe in the 
nude.” ; ' 

I had wanted to wait until I had read 
"Frame-Up” before I had this interview 
with Weisberg, but he was quite set against 
it 

"I won't have time, once it comes out,” 
he told me by way of an explanation . 

The Harold Weisberg of 1965 and the 
one of 1971 are not quite the same per- 
sons. In 1965, he had been considerably 
agitated and underneath disturbed, it 
seemed to me. However, the Harold Weis- 
berg that I sat across from, drinking 
Italian coffee, is more sure of himself. 
He has made his mark upon the world 
and he is proud of that mark. 

In "Frame-Up,” Weisberg claims that 
once again, the assassination was not the 
work of one man, James Earl Ray. There 
wasmore than one assassin. 




HAROLD WEISBERG 


"Ray was part of a conspiracy," he 
explains, "in which his role was that of a 
decoy. There were never any of Ray's 
finger prints on anything in the room he 
was supposed to have been in when King 
was shot. Just some prints that were al- 
legedly h is on movable furniture / ' 

"After Martin Luther King was shot in 
Memphis on that April day in l%8, Ray 
escaped to Canada. Then he flew to Eng- 
land, where he was arrested, not by the 
FBI, who did not know where he was," 
says Weisberg, "but by the Canadian 
Mounties and Scotland Yard. " 

"Ray was flown back to the States," 
he says, "on a military plane. He wasn't 


even allowed to have his lawyer along with 
him. The FBI tried to take the credit for 
capturing him." 

If Ray is a member of a conspiracy, his 
best chance of survival is for him to re- 
main silent, 

"Ray is a criminal parahoic/' says Weis- 
berg, "and the only way he can expect 
to survive is for him to tell somebody like 
me the whole story on tape, so if some- 
thing happens to him, the whole story 
would come out. We could place the tapes 
in different safe deposit boxes . 1 " 

"Ray has kept his secrets well/' he goes, 
on to say. "His conspirators must realize 
that they hired the right man because he 
hasn't talked atall." ■ 

It is Weisberg's contention that when 
Ray was brought to trial down Jn Petros, 
Tennessee, (a city where the maximum 
penalty has been life imprisonment), he 
was represented by a lawyer by the name 
of Percy Foreman. It was Foreman who ■ 
forced Ray to sign a contract -with him 
giving Foreman 60 per cent of all Ray's 
literary possibilities, like the article in 
Look. The magazine paid $85,000 for it. 

Probably because of what might hap- 
pen among the black population if Ray 
was freed 6f the charges brought against, 
him of King's assassination, Weisberg 
says Foreman arranged for Ray to get 
99 years of imprisonment instead of a 
death sentence. 

"I don't excuse Ray one bit," exclaims 
Weisberg, "I don't say he was innocent 
in my book. What I do say is that he was 
‘framed with the actual firing of the gun 
that killed King, because I say that there 
is no evidence to prove that he did fire 
it" 

What mainly concerns the author is the 
fact that the American government is 
able to twist events to suit itself by sup- 
pressing vital evidence from the courts 
and the public. 

"Society didn't work," he says "in the 
case of James Earl Ray but it must 
work. Society requires that when there 
is a major crime, evidence must be pre- 
sented dispassionately as human beings 
can with a fair representation of both 


sides. It requires that the accused be inno- 
cent until he is proven guilty beyond a 
reasonable doubt." i 

"In Ray's case it began with the pre- 
sumption of guilt," says Weisberg, "but 
never through any presentation of evi- 
dence, His own lawyer, Percy Foreman, 
departed from a long and successful ca- 
reer of doing the exact opposite by get- 
ting Ray to pleadguilty." 

Any writer making the controversial 
statements that Harold Weisberg makes, 
and publishing exposes of suppressed evi- 
dence from the government, certainly 
must find himself in a crucial and some- 
times dangerous position. 

"Is your telephone bugged ? " I ask him. 

He nods his head. "I can tell because 
it’s only when I say certain things over it 
that I later hear about what I said down 
in Washington. " \ 

Threats are certainly 1 not uncommon. 

: They occur quite frequently. On this tele- 
phone is an electrical gadget that allows 
him to snap on a tape recording device 
whenever someone is threatening him, so 
that the voice can be recorded. Later 
the tape can be presented to the State 
Police. >■ if 

“I don't do this because I dike doing 
it," he says, "but 1 because somebody has 
to do this." (He is referring to the books 
he writes.) 

As I start to leave, Harold Weisberg 
says "My book 'Frame-Up* reads like 
a non-fiction detective story." 

In a recent advanced review from the 
Publisher Weekly, the reviewer has said, 
"In two areas (Weisberg) is pure TNT; 
his attack on Ray's lawyers, Percy Fore- 
man and Bradford Huie as ‘scavengers* 
and his sensational head-on assault on J. 
Edgar Hoover, the FBI and the govern- 
ment itself for what he claims was 
suppressing of official evidence indicat- 
ing Ray was not alone in the King assassi- 
nation, Crank or super sleuth, Weisberg, 
for all his turgid writing has brought, 
forth a blisteringbook. " . . 

After March llth, we witl know for 
sure if Harold Weisberg has ‘ another 
"Whitewash" on his hands. i 


